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More ha,
ha, ha, than

ooh, la,

Dick Henrywood takes a peek at the famous
postcard artist Donald McGill who, despite a
conviction for obscenity, was more funny than crude

henever postcards ger a mention in the
press, the spotlight almost inevitably scems

tor fall on Donald MeGill,
For more than 50 vears McGill designed comic

postcards, and his name will forever be associared

with the saucy seaside card with SCXY overtones — bur
It wWas not :ll\\‘i!l\'?& like that.

Born in 1873, Donald Fraser Gould MeGill
went to art school at the age of 16, but soon left
10 join a firm of naval architects. An apprentice-

ship as an engincering draughtsman followed s
1904, 1
posteards in his spare time.

His skill in this field soon became clear and he
left his job in 1907
cards and, by the time he died in 1962, he h"ld

but, by he had begun drawing comic

to work full-nme des

1

i

i

some 12,0000 designs to his eredir and a toral i
sales estimarted ar 200 million copies.

The most popular card, depicting a small girl

[.‘r]\ II-"" at hLl Iud-.l lL W Irl'l ]'H.I 'P(IPP.\' P!_l”l“'l"_:
at her nightdress and pleading: “Please, Lord,
excuse me a minute while | kick Fido”, was
drawn in 1906 bur remained in production
throughout MeGills life, with total sales of

around three million copies.

Interestingly enough, it was one of his
most mild designs — later on MeGill graded
the stronger, more saucy

his output, with

'."L‘TH.

designs generally being the better s
It was after the Seeond World War that 3

censorship reared 1ts ugly head. and the
watch commirtees of several local scaside

councils took action against the publishers of comic

ds, and many designs were banned and destroyed.
This culminated in 1954 when MeGill and his pub-
lishing firm were charged with breaking the Obscene
Publications Actat Lincoln Crown Court, to which he
eventually pleaded guilty and was fined £50.
The conviction, however, had a serious effecr on

il publishers, some of which went bankrupt, As

seve
censorship died ourt, though, the marker revived and
]I'h.' \L‘T Wias .“L]i).‘it:tl'l.lL‘l“;_\ 'Jn'lt'n('c(].

Although remembered predominantly for his savey
cards, most of which in retrospect are surprisingly
mild, McGill’s early output included many cards with

no sexual overtones, whi ‘¢ genuinely very funny.

I have chosen two of my favourites to illustrace this
article,

posted in 1916, and shows a

leaning over the fence on washing day and telling her

50

The first is from the First World War pt't’iud,

rather ample housewite

McGill's early output
included many cards with

no sexual overtones, which
are genuinely very funny

“Where are ¥ou going

e Wa
uow cos

3 Jjob longer '

an ’5 jﬂh :
Tykﬁlae me never keeps
that !

mon homme
plus de quirn

Army an’

yicnt de s'enit
tob finde vk jours.

ra bien
¢ SErd {é en ploce

*Goin’ to Burnh ,.,With that lot, Bij] 7 *»

ove us !

I ’
. e _____w'Sh you'd got my old woman on hoagd 1°*

“I'he War'll be over in a fortnight now, ‘cos

1|."ll.¢l11)uu1': -
my ole mans joined the Army an’ [ know ‘e never
keeps a job longer *n that!”

As with other cards from this period, the caprion is
repeated in French, although in i few cases the Freneh
caption is by no means an exact manslaton.

I'he second card is one I always show in my lectures
on postcards o the Narional

Decorative and Fine Arts Societies and other predom

Association  of

i['l:ll'll]l\ ]illlii_'h‘ IE_{I'l ILlllE!.

This one was posted in 1927 and depicts a group of
o

rather fierce-looking old ladies off on a charabanc rrip
with a male onlooker asking the driver: “Where are
vou going with thar lor, Bill?” Following the reply:
“CGoin’ to Burnham™, the onlooker rcf;[‘umds with the
punchline: “Love us! T wish you'd got my old woman

on board!” The promment signpost shows that the

trip was from London to Burnham

Beeches, not Burnham-on-Sca, which shows clearly
that such humorous cards sold in city and country
arcas just as well as at the seaside.

I hope that these two cards demonstrate that
Donald McGill had an eve for genuine humour, not
just bawdy innuendo. His later cards were certainly
more risqué, bur even then most of them are funny
rather than erude. It was other artists who dragged the
genre towards the gutrer.
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